
MINUTES of an EXTRAORDINARY VIRTUAL MEETING of the SERVICES 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held on MONDAY, 14 DECEMBER 
2020 at 2.00p.m. 
 
Present: 
 
Councillors Rob Summons (Chairman), David Pugh (Vice-Chairman), 
Jamie Adams, Steve Alderman, Di Clements, John Cole, Tim Evans, Brian Hall, 
Dr Simon Hancock, Stephen Joseph, Jon Preston, Alison Tudor and 
Tony Wilcox,. 
 
Members attending with Chairman’s Consent: 
 
Councillor Bob Kilmister (Cabinet Member with responsibility for Finance) 
Councillor Paul Miller (Cabinet Member with responsibility for Economy, 
Tourism, Leisure and Culture) 
Councillor David Simpson (Leader) 
 
Officers in Attendance: 
Steven Jones (Director of Community Services)  
Rachel Moxey (Head of Economic Development and Regeneration)  
Nicola Lewis (Deputy Finance Manager)  
Claire Incledon (Head of Legal and Democratic and Scrutiny Services) 
Jackie Thomas (Democratic and Scrutiny Support Officer)  
Jenny Capitao (Democratic and Scrutiny Support Officer)  
Elieze Hinchcliffe (Democratic Services Assistant)  
 
Guest:  
Robert Harlow (Regional Head of Division, Lambert Smith Hampton)  
 

Apologies for Absence: 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor(s) Thomas Tudor. 
 

29. Declarations of Interest  
 
There were no declarations of interest made at this point in the meeting. 
 

30. Riverside Shopping Centre, Haverfordwest  
 
The Committee was advised that on 3 December 2020, the Head of Legal and 
Democratic Services approved a request from Councillor Di Clements, supported 
by Councillors Jamie Adams, David Bryan, Mark Carter, David Pugh, Brian Hall 
and David Howlett to call in the Cabinet decision with regard to Riverside 
Shopping Centre, Haverfordwest for the following reasons: 
 

 The Councils Budgetary position 

 To provide further in-depth scrutiny from Councillors 

 To ensure the proposal is best use of tax-payers money. 
 
Members were asked to: 
 

 Consider the decision made by Cabinet 

 To refer relevant concerns to Cabinet as appropriate. 
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The Committee considered a report which was presented to Cabinet on 30 
November 2020 plus a number of other documents.   
 
The Chairman submitted that it would be necessary to consider whether the 
Committee would go into private session to consider the restricted papers – 
Appendices A to G of the report. 
 
Members who had requested the call-in submitted the following points which 
were noted: 
 

 To plough a vast amount of money with no outside investment leaves 
people in a high risk situation. 

 Whilst Consultants had been instructed it would appear that the Council 
have ignored the recommendations. 

 The reports refer to the Carmarthen Shopping Centre, however 
Haverfordwest does not have the geographic draw of Carmarthen.  
Councillor Paul Miller reassured that there was no plan to replicate 
Carmarthen Shopping Centre. 

 Possibility to enlist a private developer at this early stage as opposed to 
post purchase. 

 The River and Castle make Haverfordwest an area of interest with a good 
focal point which had been underutilised. 

 The Council was looking to buy without a clearly defined plan. 

 There is a need to understand who the partners are that are interested 
early in proceedings. 

 Development for housing was not viable as the area was on an existing 
flood plain. 

 The Welsh Government grant, the bulk of the purchase price, was time 
limited ending on 31 March 2021.   

 The purchase must remain as a going concern for a period of three 
months to avoid VAT on the purchase price. 

 The number of empty shops within the town centre and the move to out of 
town shopping such as Withybush Estate. 

 Potential to attract artisan local enterprises as in Narberth.   

 The reduction in footfall to the town as many residents of Pembrokeshire 
have moved to home working, including Pembrokeshire County Council.   

 
At this juncture it was Moved by Councillor David Pugh; Seconded by Councillor 
Rob Summons with unanimous support that the meeting convenes in private 
session under the terms of Paragraph 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 to 
consider the exempt information set out in Appendices A to G of the report. 
 
The meeting then went into private session to consider the exempt information. 
 
The Councillors discussed the following subjects: 
 

 Interested partners 

 What is planned for the area 

 Future rental income 

 The valuation report   
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Further comments were made on other areas of Pembrokeshire and 
regeneration.    
 
The meeting then resumed in open session. 
 
Councillor David Pugh requested that the Services Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee be kept updated of progress of the Riverside Shopping Centre. 
 
Moved by Councillor David Pugh; Seconded by Councillor Tim Evans 
 

RESOLVED 
 
That the Committee support the decision of Cabinet made on 30 
November 2020 in relation to Riverside Shopping Centre. 

 
 
 

The meeting ended at 4.59p.m. 
 
 
 
 


